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Plan for the Day 

 

Times Choices and Alternatives Location 
8:00 am – 9:45 am 

 
Workshop  

10:15 am – 12:00 n 
 

 

Workshop  

12:30 pm – 2:30 pm Motivational Luncheon – Diane Trister Dodge Marriott Salon 4/5 

12:30 pm – 2:15 pm 
 

 

Workshop  

2:45 pm – 4:30 pm 

 
Workshop  

5:30 pm – 7:00 pm 
 

Networking Social – Grand Opening Exhibits 
Cash Bar / Musical Entertainment – 

Cathy and Ross Bollinger from Rivanna Music 
Exhibit Hall 

8:00 pm – 10:00 pm Entertainment Social – Boomerangs Band Marriott Salon 4/5 
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Morning Sessions 
 

8:00 am – 4:30 pm 
 

 PROMOTING SOCIAL EMOTIONAL COMPETENCE IN YOUNG CHILDREN - 4-MODULE SERIES  

MODULE 1 - PROMOTING CHILDREN'S SUCCESS: BUILDING RELATIONSHIPS & CREATING 

SUPPORTIVE ENVIRONMENTS 

 Marriott 
Salon A 

 

MODULE 1 OF 4 - This training encompasses principles of CSEFEL Pyramid Model for promoting 
social emotional competence of infants and young children, including building an effective workforce, 
enhancing nurturing and responsive relationships, creating high quality supportive environments, 
providing targeted social emotional supports and incorporating intensive interventions. 

 

Presenter:  Lisa Thompson  

 

8:00 am – 9:45 am 
 

 INNOVATIVE LEADERSHIP: BUILDING LEADERSHIP CAPACITY IN THE EARLY CHILDHOOD 

COMMUNITY 
 Marriott 

Capital 
 Participants will actively discover the definition of leadership and its effect on teamwork as they 

explore Virginia Cooperative Extension's Innovative Leadership: Building Community Connection' 
program; sharing experiences from Central Virginia and discussing the benefits of building leadership 
capacity within their local early childhood community and across the state. 

 

Presenter:  Greta Morris; Jan L. Baker; Dr. Martha Walker; Gayle Lucado  
 
 
 

 PICTURE BOOKS FOR SPECIAL MOMENTS IN THE LIVES OF PRESCHOOLERS  Marriott 
Salon 1 

 
Preschool children face new situations daily some of which are very scary for both the child and 
his/her parents; there are books that can help. 

 

Presenter:  Noreen Bernstein  
 
 
 

 MAKING MEANINGFUL MOMENTS: ENHANCING LEARNING OPPORTUNITIES IN EVERYDAY 

ROUTINES AND ACTIVITIES 
 Marriott 

Salon 2 
 Early childhood professionals will learn a few simple tips to create purposeful critical experiences 

thus enhancing brain development in infants and toddlers. 
 

Presenter:  Cheryl Henderson; Phylis Mondak  
 
 
 

 MAKING PLAY COUNT WITH INFANTS, TODDLERS, AND TWOS  Marriott 
Salon 4/5 

 
Caring for and teaching children birth to age 3 is a deeply satisfying profession when you can 
appreciate the everyday experiences that delight a child. This session will explore how teachers can 
make the most of daily routines and play experiences.   It will feature The Creative Curriculum® for 
Infants, Toddlers, and Twos as an example of the kind of approach that focuses on the building of 
relationships and intentional interactions to build a solid foundation for lifelong learning. 

 

Presenter:  Diane Trister Dodge  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

When you see me cooking or tasting foods, please don't think that because I 

enjoy it, it is "just play". I'm learning to follow direction and see differences. 

I may be a cook someday. 
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Morning Sessions (continued) 
 

8:00 am – 9:45 am 
 

 READING YOUR WORLD: ENVIRONMENTAL PRINT AS AN EARLY LITERACY TOOL  Marriott 
Salon 6 

 
Research based content combined with hands on activities to show participants how to use 
environmental print to enhance literacy skills. 

 

Presenter:  Krista Dawson  
 
 
 

 CHARTING YOUR COURSE DURING TURBULENT TIMES: DEVELOPING & USING AN EARLY 

EDUCATION STRATEGIC PLAN 
 Marriott 

Salon 7 
 This workshop is designed to be an interactive session focusing on development of basic strategic 

plans using the provided planning framework. Participants will be provided the opportunity to discuss 
the strategic planning framework in relation to their own programs. Participants will identify how the 
strategic planning process provides the infrastructure necessary for business success. 

 

Presenter:  Gail Johnson  
 
 
 

 PUMPKIN PLAYTIMEéBIG PUMPKINé..MMMMM, PUMPKIN PIE!  Marriott 
Salon 8 

 
To present to members (students) the life cycle of a pumpkin through a variety of developmentally 
appropriate activities for preschoolers. 

 

Presenter:  Bettie N. Vaughan; Margaret F. Woyer  
 
 
 

 ROCK A BYE SAFELY, VIRGINIA AND SUDDEN INFANT DEATH SYNDROME, WHAT EVERY EARLY 

CHILDHOOD EDUCATOR NEEDS TO KNOW ANNUALLY 
 Marriott 

Salon B 
 This session will provide you with current information about SIDS and its cause(s), historical and 

current research, statistical SIDS data for the United States and Virginia and linkages to Virginia's 
progress in meeting SIDS specific National Health People 2010 Objectives. 

 

Presenter:  Dinah Castillo  
 
 
 

 101 TRANSITION TIME  Marriott 
Salon C 

 
The content of this class is based on the book "101 Learning and Transition Activities" by Bradley 
Smith and Adam Smith (published by Thomas Delmar Learning ©2006) and is a collection of fun and 
engaging activities for teachers and families to share with children in a childcare center or home. 

 

Presenter:  Bradley Smith  
 
 
 

 BOOK PUBLISHING Q&A  Marriott 
Salon D 

 
Taking the next step: Beginners workshop on what to do once your book is written.  
Presenter:  Cathy Teets  

 
 
 

 AN INTRODUCTION TO THE REGGIO EMILIA APPROACH IN THE U.S.  Marriott 
Salon G 

 
A basic introduction to the R.E. approach, as interpreted in the preschool of Sabot at Stony Point 
School, Richmond, VA 

 

Presenter:  Marty Gravett; Anna Golden  
 
 
 

 TIME MANAGEMENT & PRIORITIZING  Marriott 
Salon H 

 
A training for administrators on managing your time which includes the introduction of the Time 
Matrix Tool and how to use it to help you at prioritizing. 

 

Presenter:  Nora Shaban  
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Morning Sessions (continued) 
 

8:00 am – 9:45 am 
 

 BEHAVIOR MODIFICATION: A MORE APPROPRIATE APPROACH TO GUIDING CHILDREN TO 

BECOMING SUCCESSFUL AND PRODUCTIVE CITIZENS 
 Marriott 

Salon I 
 Fostering self esteem, adequate lesson planning, remaining calm and using a low voice tone are 

strategies which will be reviewed during discussions. 
 

Presenter:  Marilyn L. Alston; Brittany S. Silva   
 
 
 

 WE'RE ALL IN THIS TOGETHER: THE BIRTH OF A PRESCHOOL PARENT DISCUSSION GROUP  Marriott 
Salon J 

 
Parenting can be challenging - learn how one school, born from the needs of parents themselves, 
created a Preschool Parent Group to thoughtfully consider the aspects of parenting young children. 

 

Presenter:  Dr. Donna Sanderson  

 

10:15 am – 12:00 noon 
 

 TODDLING THE DAY AWAY  Marriott 
Capital 

 
We will be doing hands-on activities that help providers enjoy their toddlers.  
Presenter:  Doris Kirsch  

 
 
 

 MUSIC AND MOVEMENT LET'S PLAY  Marriott 
Monroe 

 
Music, dance, props, and etc. will be used to demonstrate learning while having fun.  
Presenter:  Atleacia Gibson  

 
 
 

 "WHO'S YOUR DADDY?" THE IMPORTANCE OF ESTABLISHING PATERNITY EARLY FOR YOUR 

CHILD IF YOU ARE AN UNMARRIED PARENT 
 Marriott 

Salon 1 
 Establishing paternity or parentage of a child in VA can be done in one of three ways: at the time of 

birth in the hospital by completing a simple form, DNA testing through professional centers or state 
agencies or through the court system,. 

 

Presenter:  Lisa Cauthorne  
 
 
 

 VISUAL LITERACY: WHAT IS IT? WHY IS IT IMPORTANT? HOW TO PROMOTE IT WITH PICTURE 

BOOKS 
 Marriott 

Salon 2 
 Illustrations in picture books often tell most of the story, this workshop will show you how to use these 

books effectively, promoting visual literacy. 
 

Presenter:  Noreen Bernstein  
 
 
 

 USE OF CHILDREN'S LITERATURE TO FOSTER CAREER SELF-EFFICACY IN PRESCHOOL  Marriott 
Salon 3 

 
We will describe the intervention project (i.e., interview questions, stories that were read, focus 
questions) and the results of the intervention. 

 

Presenter:  Dr. Christine Schuette  
 
 
 

 HOW TO GRANT YOUR PROGRAM'S WISHES  Marriott 
Salon 6 

 
This workshop will help attendees research, locate, and organize additional funding for their 
programs using grant dollars. 

 

Presenter:  Jeffrey D. Krantz  
 
 



Thursday, March 18, 2010 
 

- 24 - 
 

Morning Sessions (continued) 
 

10:15 am – 12:00 noon 
 

 COMMUNICATING WITH PARENTS SO THEY LISTEN  Marriott 
Salon 7 

 
The 25 keys to effectively communicate with parents and get them to take action.  
Presenter:  Linette Daniels  

 
 
 

 BRAIN DEVELOPMENT IN INFANCY AND HOW TO FACILITATE IT  Marriott 
Salon B 

 
This session presents information about the basic structure of the brain followed by key findings from 
recent brain development research. 

 

Presenter:  Christina Hallman; Jennifer Miller  
 
 
 

 ARE ABSENCES AND TARDINESS AN ISSUE?  Marriott 
Salon C 

 
The strategies and policies that were used even 5 years ago to minimize absenteeism and tardiness 
don't seem to work with today's labor force. 

 

Presenter:  Bradley Smith  
 
 
 

 THE EARLY YEARS. WHAT BRAIN RESEARCH SAYS ABOUT TEACHING OUR YOUNGEST 

LEARNERS! 
 Marriott 

Salon D 
 This workshop provides a foundation on early childhood brain development and the role early 

childhood educators have in providing an enriched environment that promotes optimal development. 
 

Presenter:  John Almarode  
 
 
 

 "RAINBOW ARCHAEOLOGISTS" TEACHER COLLABORATION IN A REGGIO INSPIRED CLASSROOM  Marriott 
Salon G 

 
A power-point presentation that documents the evolution of a classroom project.  
Presenter:  Patsy Glazer; Dawn Kowal  

 
 
 

 NAEYC ACCREDITATION OF PROGRAMS FOR YOUNG CHILDREN: OVERVIEW OF THE 4-STEP 

PROCESS 
 Marriott 

Salon H 
 NAEYC staff will provide a general system overview of the process for achieving NAEYC 

Accreditation for Early Childhood Programs. This talk is ideal for program staff who are embarking on 
their initial accreditation or their first re-accreditation since the reinvented system launch in 2006 and 
wish to learn more about the process as a whole. 

 

Presenter:  NAEYC Staff  
 
 
 

 ART IN THE PRE-SCHOOL CLASSROOM  Marriott 
Salon I 

 
This workshop will provide attendees with information about skills that are enhanced by art 
experiences, materials that can be used and activities for pre-schoolers. 

 

Presenter:  Marilyn L. Alston; Brittany S. Silva  
 
 
 

 EARLY BRAIN DEVELOPMENT AND THE EFFECTS OF STRESS ON EARLY LEARNING  Marriott 
Salon J 

 
Attendees will participate in a high energy presentation about early brain development and the 
effects of stress and violence on the developing brain and early learning in a way that will reinforce 
the importance of adult/child interactions that are nurturing and in a way that will not just educate and 
inform, but lead to important behavior changes. 

 

Presenter:  Sarah Bishop  
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Morning Sessions (continued) 
 

10:15 am – 12:00 noon 
 

 MOLDING MINDS WITH PLAY DOUGH  Marriott 
Salon 8 

 
Discover creative and new ways to incorporate play dough into the primary classroom.  
Presenter:  Lori Kandel; Susan Crispens  

 
 
 
 

Motivational Luncheon 
 

12:30 pm – 2:15 pm 
 

 PLAY IN THE AGE OF OUTCOMES: WHAT EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATORS AND FAMILIES NEED 

TO KNOW 

 Marriott 
Salon 4/5 

 Growing demands for accountability and positive child outcomes often push play to the background 
in favor of more time spent on ñacademics.ò At the same time, research reveals that important 
predictors of school readiness can be achieved when children are engaged in meaningful play 
experiences and high levels of socio-dramatic play. An appropriate curriculum can help early 
childhood educators and families to plan and engage children in purposeful and robust play 
experiences that prepare them for success in school and in life.  

 

Presenter:  Diane Trister Dodge  

 

 

Afternoon Sessions 
 

12:30 pm – 2:15 pm 
 

 BREASTFEEDING/BEST FEEDING IN CHILDCARE SETTINGS TOO  Marriott 
Capital 

 
This conference session will serve to dispel myths and strengthen the understanding of how 
breastfeeding benefits child care programs, the families they serve, and the children they provide 
care for. 

 

Presenter:  Patricia Moon; Syreeta Holton  
 
 
 

 COMMUNICATION BASICS  Marriott 
Monroe 

 
There are three, and only three, ways we humans have to communicate with each other to work in 
harmony and to avoid conflict: words, inflection, and body language. 

 

Presenter:  Tod Faller  
 
 
 

 DIGITAL MEDIA IN THE EARLY LEARNING ENVIRONMENT  Marriott 
Salon 1 

 
Discover Public Broadcasting's exciting new learning resources for children, parents, and early 
childhood educators. 

 

Presenter:  Trish Reed   
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Afternoon Sessions (continued) 
 

12:30 pm – 2:15 pm 
 

 THE WHO, WHAT AND WHY OF ANECDOTAL RECORDKEEPING  Marriott 
Salon 2 

 
Handouts and a PowerPoint presentation will be used to discuss the contents of anecdotal records, 
the advantages and disadvantages of anecdotes and how to interpret the data. 

 

Presenter:  Karen L. Roberts; Shelby Hunter   
 
 
 

 IS TATTLING A BAD WORD? HOW TO HELP CHILDREN NAVIGATE THE PLAYGROUND  Marriott 
Salon 3 

 
Teachers will gain a new perspective on tattling as they learn positive ways to use tattling to meet a 
child's need for connection, and will learn new responses to tattling that will empower children and 
give them healthy options to solve problems in the future. 

 

Presenter:  Katherine C. Kersey, Ed. D.; Marie L. Masterson, Ph. D.   
 
 
 

 SENSORY TABLE FUN  Marriott 
Salon 6 

 
We will give ideas on different types of sensory table fillers and items to put in the tables.  
Presenter:  Kathy Livingston; Trina Person   

 
 
 

 LEARNING THROUGH PLAY: INSTRUCTIONAL SUPPORT IN THE PRESCHOOL CURRICULUM  Marriott 
Salon 7 

 
This session based on the Classroom Assessment Scoring System (CLASS) Dimension of 
Instructional Support, will provide strategies for classroom teachers that will help them encourage 
higher-order thinking skills and facilitate language development in young children. 

 

Presenter:  Ann Janney-Schultz; Damon D. Manning  
 
 
 

 HELP! MY DOOR AND BULLETIN BOARD IDEAS NEED AN UPDATE!  Marriott 
Salon 8 

 
Get great ideas for updating your door and bulletin board decorations using fresh ideas to make them 
3-dimensional and even interactive. Learn how to let your students do most of the work. 

 

Presenter:  Karen Watkins; Christie Mazzuchi; Beth Knox; Josie Anderson  
 
 
 

 SOCIAL-EMOTIONAL MILESTONES, RESPONSIVE CAREGIVING AND IDENTITY  Marriott 
Salon B 

 
This presentation provides an overview of the three stages of infancy and their respective 
developmental themes of security, exploration, and identity. 

 

Presenter:  Jennifer Miller; Kerri Webb  
 
 
 

 CHILDREN HAVE PERSONALITY TOO  Marriott 
Salon C 

 
An example of personality affecting classroom management is when a child has been very 
successful in a classroom with a teaching team and then promotes only to have challenges and 
issues - this class will address the issue and provide a strategy for success. 

 

Presenter:  Bradley Smith  
 
 
 

 THE 3 R'S OF MILITARY FAMILIES: READING, RESOURCEFULNESS AND RESILIENCE  Marriott 
Salon D 

 
Learn more about our active duty and guard families in our communities. Discuss and share 
resources to help support them in our programs. 

 

Presenter:  Carol J. Clark  
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Afternoon Sessions (continued) 
 

12:30 pm – 2:15 pm 
 

 MEAN EYES: AN INVESTIGATION INTO THE DEFINITION OF MEAN AND WHAT MEAN LOOKS LIKE  Marriott 
Salon G 

 
Beginning with a conversation about a teacherôs mean eyes, and the mean eyes of a particular peer, 
a preschool cohort became involved in an ongoing investigation of mean eyes, what mean looks like 
and what the definition of mean might be. 

 

Presenter:  Laura Ramsey  
 
 
 

 NAEYC ACCREDITATION OF PROGRAMS FOR YOUNG CHILDREN: PREPARING PROGRAM AND 

CLASSROOM PORTFOLIOS 
 Marriott 

Salon H 
 Join NAEYC staff for an informative session on the creation of program and classroom portfolios. 

Discover why the process of documenting program practices and procedures is important to 
achieving NAEYC Accreditation and learn tips for developing successful portfolios. 

 

Presenter:  NAEYC Staff  
 
 
 

 FAMILY ROUTINES AND RITUALS: DO THEY MAKE A DIFFERENCE?  Marriott 
Salon I 

 
This presentation focuses on the importance of family routines and rituals during the early childhood 
years. 

 

Presenter:  Diana Delinda Ruiz, Ph.D.  
 
 
 

 RAISING A READER EARLY LITERACY FAMILY ENGAGEMENT PROGRAM  Marriott 
Salon J 

 
Participants will gain an understanding of Raising A Reader, a research-based early literacy family 
engagement program, offered through early education settings, that is active in South Hampton 
Roads and Richmond, around the country including the state of Oregon and the city of Boston. Two 
Virginian Early Reading First grants are using Raising A Reader as their Family Engagement tool. 

 

Presenter:  Sarah Bishop; Barbara Booth  

 

 

2:45 pm – 4:30 pm 
 

 RHYTHM, RHYME, AND REPETITION: USING MUSIC TO TEACH ESSENTIAL SKILLS  Marriott 
Capital 

 
Come clap your hands and tap your toes as Cathy Bollinger offers fun new ways to learn essential 
skills through music! Cathy blends her experience as a music therapist with her knowledge of music 
and young children as she demonstrates how song can be used to teach phonemic awareness, 
social skills and other early concepts such as days of the week and opposites. With enthusiasm 
Cathy shows how simple tunes can be adapted and incorporated into your lesson plan. A lyric writing 
exercise will provide the basics to create original songs to use with children of various needs a 
abilities. 

 

Presenter:  Cathy Bollinger  
 
 
 

 CRIS ARBO ON ILLUSTRATING CHILDREN'S BOOKS  Marriott 
Monroe 

 
I will use sketches, models, and original paintings to describe how picture books are produced 
(booksigning with vendor). 

 

Presenter:  Cris Arbo  
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Afternoon Sessions (continued) 
 

2:45 pm – 4:30 pm 
 

 FOSTERING THE LOVE OF LANGUAGE AND LITERACY THROUGH MULTICULTURAL LITERATURE  Marriott 
Salon 1 

 
We will look at how rich literature can be used to engage children in stimulating conversations that 
provide opportunities for language expansion and social exchange through role playing, discussions, 
and problem solving. 

 

Presenter:  Claudia Wortherly  
 
 
 

 THE POWER OF PLAY: WHY PLAY IS ESSENTIAL TO LEARNING AND HOW ONE SCHOOL 

FOSTERS ACADEMIC AND SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT . . . IN THE WOODS! 
 Marriott 

Salon 2 
 In our highly technological and assessment/test filled world one school has held tight to the beliefs 

that outdoor play is not only essential for physical growth and development, it actually can be a 
haven for self-discovery and learning which strengthens academic skills, and oh yeah . . . it's fun too! 

 

Presenter:  Dr. Donna Sanderson  
 
 
 

 STATE LOAN PROGRAMS FOR CHILD CARE PROVIDERS  Marriott 
Salon 3 

 
How to access state loan programs for licensed or registered child care providers.  
Presenter:  Mary Jo Sisson-Vaughan  

 
 
 

 TEACHERS CONNECTING WITH FAMILIES - IN THE BEST INTEREST OF CHILDREN  Marriott 
Salon 6 

 
By replacing negative interactions with creative, positive problem solving and partnership skills, 
parents and teachers can work together to create solutions to even the most challenging classroom 
communication challenges. 

 

Presenter:  Katherine C. Kersey, Ed. D.; Marie L. Masterson, Ph. D.  
 
 
 

 PLAY: THE KEY TO PROFESSIONAL AND PERSONAL FULFILLMENT  Marriott 
Salon 7 

 
This session will explore the ways in which being "playful" as adults can enhance our learning, our 
job performance and our overall satisfaction with our work and our lives. 

 

Presenter:  Caroline Davis  
 
 
 

 VIRGINIA'S QUALITY RATING IMPROVEMENT SYSTEM (QRIS) - WHAT IS IT AND HOW ARE WE 

DOING IT IN PUBLIC AND PRIVATE SETTINGS? 
 Marriott 

Salon 8 
 A picture/landscape of the rational, components, and effects of the Virginia's Quality Rating 

Improvement System (QRIS) on all early childhood settings for children. 
 

Presenter:  Phyllis Mondak; Sandy Wilberger  
 
 
 

 MAKING IT HAPPEN: INDIVIDUALIZED CARE AND SMALL GROUPS  Marriott 
Salon B 

 
The focus of this workshop is on small groups and individualized care when working with infants and 
toddlers. 

 

Presenter:  Helen Watkins; Helen Webster  
 
 
 

 DELEGATION 101  Marriott 
Salon C 

 
Directors and managers lack specific training  in delegation and delegation tactics.  
Presenter:  Bradley Smith  
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Afternoon Sessions (continued) 
 

2:45 pm – 4:30 pm 
 

 COOKING IS FUN WITH BOOKS!  Marriott 
Salon D 

 
An interactive workshop to engage children in a variety of hands on cooking activities with books.  
Presenter:  Dorothy Smith; Debra Blackwell  

 
 
 

 THROUGH THE EYES OF THE CHILD  Marriott 
Salon G 

 
Change your perspective as an educator, administrator, parent or community member by watching 
video directed by children, as well as  interview clips that will allow viewers the insight into children 
doing the hard work of ñPlayò and see how the important qualities of purposeful play are linked to the 
development of the whole child. 

 

Presenter:  Tracy Ellis Walters; Mary Thornton  
 
 
 

 EARLY CHILDHOOD SCIENCE EXPERIENCES: SCAFFOLDING FOR FUTURE LEARNING  Marriott 
Salon H 

 
Strategies to incorporate science experiences in the early childhood classroom, ages 16 months - 
grade 2. 

 

Presenter:  Elizabeth A. Frazier  
 
 
 

 BUILDING LANGUAGE AND LITERACY THROUGH DRAMATIC PLAY  Marriott 
Salon I 

 
Participants will learn how to incorporate language targets (including vocabulary, syntax, pragmatic 
skills, etc.) and literacy concepts (letter identification, concepts about print, letter sounds) into fun and 
engaging dramatic play scenarios. 

 

Presenter:  Alice Wiggins  
 
 
 

 HOW TO RUN YOUR CLASS ON A SHOESTRING BUDGET  Marriott 
Salon J 

 
Ways to help reduce classroom costs for infant/toddler teachers.  
Presenter:  Frances Dodson  

 

 

5:30 pm – 7:00 pm 
 

 NETWORKING SOCIAL ð GRAND OPENING EXHIBITS  Exhibit Hall 
 

Cash Bar / Musical Entertainment ï Cathy and Ross Bollinger from Rivanna Music  
 
 

8:00 pm—10:00 pm 
 

 ENTERTAINMENT SOCIAL  Marriott 
Salon 4 

 Come hear The Boomerangs, dance to  
 rock and roll you know!  

 

  
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

http://www.facebook.com/photo.php?pid=30280010&id=1420844065
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Plan for the Day 

 

Times Choices and Alternatives Location 
8:00 am – 9:45 am 

 
Workshop  

8:30 am – 10:30 am 
 

 

Tour #1 
The Early Childhood Program at the Dora L. Lewis 
Family & Child Development Center 

 

10:15 am – 12:00 n 
 

 

Workshop  

10:30 am – 12:00 n 
 

Tour #2 
St. Stephens Preschool 

 

11:30 pm – 1:15 pm 
 

Rally for Children Marriott Salon 4/5 

12:30 pm – 2:15 pm 
 

 

Workshop  

2:45 pm – 4:30 pm 

 
Workshop  

2:45 pm – 4:15 pm 
 

Student Social Exhibit Hall Café  

5:00 pm – 6:00 pm 
 

CDA/Accredited Centers/QRIS Reception Exhibit Hall Café  

6:00 pm – 8:00 pm 
 

Banquet – Dr. William Strader, Ed.D. Marriott Salon 4/5  
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Morning Sessions 
 

8:00 am – 11:00 am 
 

 A CLOSER LOOK AT "ACTIVITIES" IN THE EARLY CHILDHOOD ENVIRONMENT RATING SCALES 

(ECERS-R) 
 Marriott 

Salon 1 
 This workshop will explore the ten items in the subscale Activities with specific examples of how to 

include them all in your learning environment everyday. 
 

Presenter:  Marilyn Rice; Hilari Devine  

 

 

8:00 am – 2:15 pm 
 

 PROMOTING SOCIAL EMOTIONAL COMPETENCE IN YOUNG CHILDREN - 4-MODULE SERIES  

MODULE 2 - SOCIAL EMOTIONAL TEACHING STRATEGIES 
 Marriott 

Salon A 
 MODULE 2 OF 4 - This training encompasses principles of CSEFEL Pyramid Model for promoting 

social emotional competence of infants and young children, including building an effective workforce, 
enhancing nurturing and responsive relationships, creating high quality supportive environments, 
providing targeted social emotional supports and incorporating intensive interventions. 

 

Presenter:  Courtenay Truett; Karen Boglarsky  

 

 

8:00 am – 9:45 am 
 

 INCORPORATING EARLY LITERACY AND MATH THROUGH PLAY COOKING EXPERIENCES  Marriott 
Madison 

 
This workshop will share why and how strategies teachers can use to incorporate literacy and math 
while play cooking in the classroom. 

 

Presenter:  Cheryl Thompson; Christi Burke; Trena Parharm  
 
 
 

 LEARNING THROUGH PARTICIPATION, GAMES, AND COOPERATIVE ACTIVE PLAY  Marriott 
Monroe 

 
I will have participants play and demonstrate some of the games and activities as well as possibly 
have them work in groups to come up with and demonstrate their own following an outline and topic. 

 

Presenter:  Mary Braxton  
 
 
 

 CHILDREN'S DEVELOPMENT: WHAT TO EXPECT AND WHEN TO BE CONCERNED  Marriott 
Salon 3 

 
Participants will discuss and explore common red flag indicators in a child's development and how to 
address those concerns with the family. 

 

Presenter:  Marvena Williams  
 
 
 

 SHARPENING YOUR OBSERVATION LENS USING THE NEW TEACHING STRATEGIES GOLDã 

ASSESSMENT SYSTEM 

 Marriott 
Salon 4/5 

 Come learn about a new, ongoing observational assessment tool, based upon years of feedback 
from thousands of educators and important new research about how children develop and learn. This 
birth-through-kindergarten, seamless assessment system helps teachers be intentional in their 
teaching by accurately pinpointing where children are in their development and learning. It's a 
teacher-friendly, easy-to-understand approach to observation, documentation, portfolio-building, and 
reporting--the essential components of a high-quality assessment system. 

 

Presenter:  Cate Heroman  
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Morning Sessions (continued) 
 

8:00 am – 9:45 am 
 

 THE POWER OF PLAYING WITH BOOKS  Marriott 
Salon 6 

 
Participants will receive a booklist of new read alouds promoting engagement with books and early 
literacy development. 

 

Presenter:  Marianne Baker  
 
 
 

 THE POWER OF PLAY: AN ADMINISTRATIVE GUIDE TO DEVELOPING A PLAYFUL; WORK 

ENVIRONMENT TO BUILD RETENTION AND COMMITMENT 
 Marriott 

Salon 7 
 Workshop will begin with an overview of play principles in the workplace, and offer numerous ideas 

and examples for participants to implement in their programs, with the desired end result being team 
strengthening, program development and improvement and overall retention. 

 

Presenter:  Susan K. Bishop   
 
 
 

 POSITIVE INTERACTION WITH CHILDREN  Marriott 
Salon B 

 
Ways in which to lead our children into sensitive and caring adults.  
Presenter:  Shirlie Anson   

 
 
 

 DEALING WITH DIFFICULT PARENTS - CONFLICT AND NEGOTIATION MANAGEMENT  Marriott 
Salon C 

 
Parents and clients can create challenges in the center and administrators and staff members must 
have a strategy for minimizing conflict while maintaining the control necessary to provide quality care 
to all. 

 

Presenter:  Bradley Smith   
 
 
 

 FINE MOTOR SKILLS . . . WRITE OUT OF THE BOX!  Marriott 
Salon D 

 
This fun, fast-paced session contains critical information educators need to know in order to facilitate 
developmentally appropriate activities / techniques to support future efficient handwriting of young 
children. 

 

Presenter:  Marianne Gibbs, MOT, OTR   
 
 
 

 BABY HYPOTHESES:  TESTING CHILDRENõS THEORIES OF BABY LORE  Marriott 
Salon G 

 
A preschool cohort developed and then tested a series of hypotheses about where babies come from 
and how.  The subtext of this work involved using childrenôs theories to push an investigation past a 
traditional theme process. 

 

Presenter:  Natasha Candelario; E. Gayle Lanning; Mary Thorton   
 
 
 

 SENSORYTABLE FUN!  Marriott 
Salon H 

 
Participants will explore the value of sensory play, gain some pointers to make sensory play "easier", 
and leave with LOTS of ideas for the Sensory Table (more ideas/photos added since previous year's 
presentation). 

 

Presenter:  Laura Poe   
 
 
 

 WHO'S CONTROLLING WHOM? USING POSITIVE BEHAVIOR MANAGEMENT STRATEGIES WITH 

YOUNG CHILDREN 
 Marriott 

Salon I 
 Participate in an interactive session where you can gain an understanding of why children behave as 

they do and focus on positive strategies to use when that behavior is inappropriate 
 

Presenter:  Susan Pollack, M.Ed.   
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Morning Sessions (continued) 
 

8:00 am – 9:45 am 
 

 DIVERSITY THE FUN WAY ð TIME TO SIGN FOR CREATING A TRILINGUAL CLASSROOM THROUGH 

SIGN LANGUAGE (ENGLISH/SPANISH/SIGN) 
 Marriott 

Salon J 
 This workshop will instruct teachers how to use sign language to enhance the teaching of English as 

a second language. 
 

Presenter:  Lillian Hubler  
 
 
 

 VIRGINIA'S QUALITY RATING IMPROVEMENT SYSTEM (QRIS) - WHAT IS IT AND HOW ARE WE 

DOING IT IN PUBLIC AND PRIVATE SETTINGS? 
 Marriott 

Salon 8 
 A picture/landscape of the rational, components, and effects of the Virginia's Quality Rating 

Improvement System (QRIS) on all early childhood settings for children. 
 

Presenter:  Phyllis Mondak; Sandy Wilberger  

 

 

10:00 am – 2:00 pm 

 
 VCCS EARLY CHILDHOOD PEER GROUP MEETING  President's 

Suite 
 

  
  

 

 

10:15 am – 12:00 noon 
 

 HOPE 101 - EVERY CHILD HAS POSSIBILITIES  Marriott 
Salon 3 

 
This workshop demonstrates how crucial hope is to connecting and partnering with families to 
achieve the extraordinary for children with special needs. 

 

Presenter:  Samtra Devard  
 
 
 

 FACILITATING LANGUAGE DEVELOPMENT AND COMMUNICATION IN YOUNG DUAL LANGUAGE 

LEARNERS 
 Marriott 

Madison 
 This workshop will provide attendees with information on language acquisition, dual language, myths 

about dual language acquisition and cultural competence practices to support the healthy 
development and learning process of young English language learners. 

 

Presenter:  Liana Vega-Hernandez  
 
 
 

 HEALTH, FITNESS & MOVEMENT - RUSTY MCQUADE IS A PHYSICAL THERAPIST AND AWARD 

WINNING AUTHOR OF THE BOOK, STICKYMAN MOVEMENTS 
 Marriott 

Monroe 
 Rusty McQuade is a physical therapist and has developed Stickyman Movements for ages 3 to 99; 

excellent for pre-schools, kids love doing Stickyman and Rusty can show you how to develop good 
habits and incorporate fitness into your classroom using simple, easy to do exercises. 

 

Presenter:  Rusty McQuade  
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Morning Sessions (continued) 
 

10:15 am – 12:00 noon 
 

 LEARNING THROUGH PLAY . . . CONNECTING TO STANDARDS  Marriott 
Salon 6 

 
This workshop presents an interactive workshop for preschool and kindergarten teachers to share 
and experience the value of play. 

 

Presenter:  Holly Pence  
 
 
 

 YOUR VOICE FOR CHILDREN: ADVOCACY TRAINING  Marriott 
Salon 7 

 
This workshop is an interactive workshop that allows participants to develop an action plpan for how 
they can become an advocate for children at the local, state and/or national level 

 

Presenter:  Glenda Bean, SECA  
 
 

 VIRGINIA STAR QUALITY INITIATIVE (QRIS) PANEL: A VOLUNTARY, SUPPORTED PARTICIPATORY 

EXPERIENCE! 
 Marriott 

Salon 8 
 This moderated panel includes a Program Director, teacher and local Coordinator who will discuss 

their participation in the year II pilot. 
 

Presenter:  Phylis Benner   
 
 
 

 BEYOND THE ABCS: NURTURING HIGHER LEVEL THINKING IN EARLY CHILDHOOD LITERACY 

PROGRAMS 
 Marriott 

Salon B 
 This presentation will give teachers a variety of tools and strategies they can use to help children, 

ages 2-8, develop higher level literacy and thinking skills. 
 

Presenter:  Kris Meyers   
 
 
 

 DISCIPLINE THROUGH LEADERSHIP  Marriott 
Salon C 

 
Learn specific positive discipline and how to minimize challenges and difficult behavior by being 
proactive. 

 

Presenter:  Bradley Smith   
 
 
 

 YOU'RE A PRESCHOOL DIRECTOR, TOO? LET'S CHAT!  Marriott 
Salon D 

 
This is an opportunity for directors of preschool programs that are church-based, non-profit, part-time 
and not associated with day cares to network and share problems and solutions that are unique to 
this type of program. 

 

Presenter:  Julianne McMullen; Diana Donnelly  
 
 
 

 ON THE OTHER HAND . . . WHAT DO BABIES KHOW?  Marriott 
Salon G 

 
Discover the awesome ways that infants use their hands to explore their world and the importance of 
this exploration to brain development. 

 

Presenter:  Mary Thorton; Tracy Walters   
 
 
 

 ENGAGING YOUR STUDENTS IN MATHEMATICS THROUGH PLAY  Marriott 
Salon H 

 
This presentation will give participants strategies to work with young children on developing strong 
number sense by playing games. 

 

Presenter:  Susan Johnson; Laurel McClurken   
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Afternoon Sessions 
 

10:15 am – 12 noon 
 

 RECOGNIZING MATH AND SCIENCE FOR INFANTS AND TODDLERS  Marriott 
Salon I 

 
Presentation of everyday activities and routines that engage infants and toddlers in the exploration of 
math and science and encouragement of teachers/providers in appropriate responses. 

 

Presenter:  Bertha L. Sparks; Julia Camareno   
 
 
 

 DOS CLUES - CREATING ACTIVITY CENTERS THAT SUPPORT PLAY IN HIGH QUALITY PROGRAMS  Marriott 
Salon J 

 
Participants will develop strategies for designing, managing, and facilitating activities in high quality 
learning environments, including materials, scheduling, and transitions. 

 

Presenter:  Carole Whitener   

 

11:30 pm – 1:15 pm 
 

 RALLY FOR CHILDREN  Marriott 
Salon 4/5 

 
Join us at the Rally for Children to learn about Mission: Readiness and their committment to 
supporting early childhood education inititatives. Mission: Readiness is the nonprofit, bi-partisan 
organization led by senior retired military leaders ensuring continued American security and 
prosperity into the 21st century by calling for smart investments in the next generation of American 
children. 

 

Presenter:  Mission: Readiness ð Military Leaders for Children   

 

12:00 noon – 3:00 pm 
 

 PUTTING CLASS (CLASSROOM ASSESSMENT SCORING SYSTEM) IN YOUR PRESCHOOL 

PROGRAM 
 Marriott 

Salon 1 
 CLASS is a research based tool used to assess the preschool setting and assist with developing a 

plan for program improvement and meeting the benchmarks of the QRIS. 
 

Presenter:  Cecil Overton; Dianne Koontz   

 

12:30 pm – 2:15 pm 
 

 LANGUAGE AND LITERACY BEGINS BEFORE BIRTH  Marriott 
Madison 

 
Are children born competent and with a language?  
Presenter:  Rita A. Koretke; Kathie Marshall; Cathy Remines  

 
 
 

 MAKING MUSIC FUN  Marriott 
Monroe 

 
Teachers will learn through active participation some different ways to encourage kids to sing and/or 
make music through different mediums including the use of sign language, rhythm games, and 
making/using musical instruments. 

 

Presenter:  Merri Long  
 
 
 

 TALKING TO PARENTS ABOUT DIFFICULT ISSUES  Marriott 
Salon 6 

 
Early childhood educators are often the first to tell parents that their child has a learning or behavioral 
challenge, creating particularly difficult parent conferences for the teacher and parent. 

 

Presenter:  Elizabeth Page  
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Afternoon Sessions (continued) 
 

12:30 pm – 2:15 pm 
 

 EMPOWERING KIDS  Marriott 
Salon 7 

 
An interactive workshop designed to provide both scientific and imaginative tools on how to best 
teach children about their emotional health. 

 

Presenter:  Maureen Healey  
 
 
 

 THE I IN QRIS - THE QUALITY RATING IMPROVEMENT PLAN  Marriott 
Salon 8 

 
This workshop will address what it means to be a mentor for the Virginia Star Quality Initiative and 
discuss the expectations, limits and guidelines to effective mentoring. 

 

Presenter:  Marilyn Rice; Hilari Devine   
 
 
 

 CLOSING THE ACHIEVEMENT GAP THROUGH CULTURAL COMPETENCY  Marriott 
Salon B 

 
Participants will learn numerous multicultural teaching techniques and diversity tools, and explore 
how cultural factors such as racism, sexism, and classism can have a profound effect on a student 
self-esteem, motivation, academic success. 

 

Presenter:  Lee Mun Wah   
 
 
 

 EFFECTIVE EVALUATIONS  Marriott 
Salon C 

 
Effective evaluations is an integral part of staff management and creating an environment of growth 
and positive motivation. 

 

Presenter:  Bradley Smith   
 
 
 

 THE 101S: A GUIDE TO POSITIVE DISCIPLINE - GUIDING CHILDREN TO SUCCESS THROUGH 

RELATIONAL COMPETENCE 
 Marriott 

Salon D 
 Conquer behavior issues before they start and diffuse power struggles through authentic, research-

based relationship skills that TURN children ON to respect and cooperation, and empower the social-
emotional competence that will energize teaching and learning. 

 

Presenter:  Katherine C. Kersey, Ed. D.; Marie L. Masterson, Ph. D.   
 
 
 

 DANCING WITH TIGERS AND BIRDS: SOCIAL EMOTIONAL LEARNING THROUGH CHILD DIRECTED 

CHOREOGRAPHY 
 Marriott 

Salon G 
 Using photos, video, and children's work this presentation will document how dance was used to 

unify a preschool classroom. 
 

Presenter:  Page Ghaphery; Anna Golden  
 
 
 

 READY SET SIGN - SIGN LANGUAGE FOR CLASSROOM MANAGEMENT AND SMOOTH 

TRANSITIONS! 
 Marriott 

Salon H 
 Participants will learn how to teach and use sign language to enhance classroom management and 

have smooth transitions through the use of stories, play, songs, games, the classroom sign language 
activity clock and mnemonics. 

 

Presenter:  Lillian Hubler   
 
 
 

 SOCIAL CONFLICT OH MY! - PROBLEM SOLVE WITH PRESCHOOLERS TO DEVELOP SOCIAL 

SKILLS 
 Marriott 

Salon J 
 Participants will practice the 6 steps adults can use to help children become problem solvers of social 

conflict in the preschool setting using the High/Scope Approach. 
 

Presenter:  Sandy Slack   
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Afternoon Sessions (continued) 
 

12:30 pm – 2:15 pm 
 

 INTENTIONAL TEACHING - PURPOSEFUL PLAY  Marriott 
Salon I 

 
To foster the growth of "Intentional Teachers" by introducing learning goals and utilizing strategies, 
recognizing the needs of children and choosing an appropriate approach, utilizing ongoing 
assessments and personal intuition to support child initiated learning. 

 

Presenter:  Chantel Clayborn; Tammi Armstrong   

 

2:45 pm – 4:15 pm 
 

 FUTURE LEADERS IN EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION ROCK  STUDENT AND YOUNG 

PROFESSIONALS SOCIAL 
 Marriott 

Exhibit Hall 
Cafe This yearôs student social includes a special meeting with our featured speaker, Bill Strader. (see 

page 7)  Because he brings such an important message for and about our future teachers, we are 
urging you to invite your faculty who prepare early childhood educators to attend this session with 
you. So, if you are a student, or if you work with students, please join us for this wonderful 
opportunity to talk with Bill about your role in the young lives of children and their families. 
Refreshments will be served. 

 

Presenter: William Strader  Ph.D.  

 

 

2:45 pm – 4:30 pm 
 

 NATURE AND THE SCHOOL; EXPLORING THE AFFORDANCES OF THE NATIONAL WORLD IN A 

PRE-SCHOOL SETTING 
 Marriott 

Salon G 
 The story of teachers learning to trust that children will create what they need in a wild space; a 

natural playground, relationships with each other, and an outdoor laboratory. 
 

Presenter:  Sara Ferguson; Marty Gravett; Anna Golden; Nancy Sowder  
 
 
 

 BUILDING CHILDREN'S SOCIAL-EMOTIONAL SKILLS: A RESEARCH-BASED APPROACH TO 

FOSTER SCHOOL READINESS AND POSITIVE RELATIONSHIPS 
 Marriott 

Madison 
 This workshop discusses how developmentally appropriate social-emotional skills equip children to 

do well is school and life, and demonstrates strategies, using replicable examples, from a 
comprehensive classroom approach that will support children's development of these skills. 

 

Presenter:  Mary Lynn White   
 
 
 

 HOW PLAY CAN HELP INFANTS, TODDLERS, AND PRESCHOOLERS LEARN TO REGULATE THEIR 

EMOTIONS AND BEHAVIOR 
 Marriott 

Monroe 
 Through appropriate support of play, adults can encourage children to learn self-regulation of 

emotions through their behavior. 
 

Presenter:  Kathryn Hoover   
 
 
 

 GO AHEAD AND LAUGH!  Marriott 
Salon 3 

 
The participants will discover how laughter improves mental and emotional health of children and 
adults, through the use of imaginative games and creative activities. 

 

Presenter:  Michelle Cox   
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Afternoon Sessions (continued) 
 

2:45 pm – 4:30 pm 
 

 PARENTS NEED TO PLAY TOO! AN ADMINISTRATORS GUIDE TO EMBRACING PLAY CONCEPTS 

WITH PARENTS AND FAMILIES 
 Marriott 

Salon 6 
 Workshop will incorporate play principles as a means for parents and families to be more engaged 

with their child's early childhood experience, including concrete examples of how to educate parents 
on the importance of play at school and home, and play related ideas to bring families and early 
childhood programs closer together. 

 

Presenter:  Susan K. Bishop   
 
 
 

 WHERE DOES VIRGINIA STAND FOR CHILDREN IN THE SOUTHERN STATES?  Marriott 
Salon 7 

 
Meet the Executive Director of SECA and find out how Virginia compares to other Southern States in 
improving and protecting the quality of life for its children. 

 

Presenter:  Glenda Bean, SECA  
 
 
 

 MASTER RATER PANEL/QRIS  Marriott 
Salon 8 

 
  
Presenter:  Phylis Benner   

 
 
 
 

 TEAM BUILDING FOR TEACHING TEAMS  Marriott 
Salon B 

 
We will provide different team building activities and encourage the group to participate.  
Presenter:  Louie Benedict; Gina Ivey  

 
 
 

 MAXIMIZE YOUR MONEY  Marriott 
Salon C 

 
Come and learn strategies to plug the holes in your financial bucket.  
Presenter:  Bradley Smith   

 
 
 

 FARMER'S MARKET CELEBRATION  Marriott 
Salon D 

 
A wonderful way to include community of parents, grandparents, etc. to create a Farmer's Market in 
your school parking lot. Can also be used as a fund raiser. Includes sale of fruits, vegetables, candy 
apples, mums, music performers, games, (bobbing for apples, etc.) 

 

Presenter:  Katie Sloan; Joan Waff   
 
 
 

 ORGANIZING YOUR CHAOS TO PROVIDE A SAFE AND FUN AFTER SCHOOL PROGRAM  Marriott 
Salon H 

 
This workshop will provide helpful hints in order to navigate licensing hurdles while at the same time 
providing quality large scale after school care. 

 

Presenter:  Kathleen M. Shepherd; Elva A. Mapp   
 
 
 

 SPICES FOR LIFE FOR TEACHERS  Marriott 
Salon I 

 
This workshop will provide teachers with ideas for making and maintaining healthy lifestyle choices 
daily: spiritually, physically, intellectually, cognitively, emotionally, and socially (S.P.I.C.E.S.) 

 

Presenter:  Barbara Crump   
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Afternoon Sessions (continued) 
 

2:45 pm – 4:30 pm 
 

 "ONCE UPON A TIME . . . " STORY TELLING AT LARGE GROUP TIME USING THE HIGHSCOPE 

APPROACH 
 Marriott 

Salon J 
 Through this interactive workshop, participants will experience storytelling activities that can be used 

during large group times and that incorporate the essential elements of active learning. 
 

Presenter:  Gerin Martin   
 
 
 

 STUDENTS, FACULTY AND AEYCõS: FUTURE LEADERS IN EARLY CHILDHOOD ROCK!  Marriott  
Salon E/F 

 
Future Leaders in Early Childhood Education, where do you think they are going to come from?  Yes, 
two and four year colleges, universities and guess who supports them?  Yep!  Our Faculty and of 
course the Early Childhood Community!  So letôs talk shop from students, faculty advisors, members 
of the Virginia AEYC and Early Childhood Clubs and Organizations in the colleges and universities of 
the  great state of Virginia!  U-Rah!ò 

 

Presenter:  William Strader   

 

5:00 pm – 6:00 pm 
 

 CDA/ACCREDITED CENTERS/QRIS RECEPTION  Marriott  
Salon E/F 

Café 
VAECE will recognize those individuals who have obtained a CDA certificate in the last year, those 
NAEYC accredited centers and those centers who received a Virginia Star Quality Rating in the initial 
rating Pilot. 

 

  

 

Pre-Banquet Entertainment 
 

6:00 pm – 6:15 pm 
 

 GREATER RICHMOND CHILDREN'S CHOIR  Marriott 
Salon 4/5` 

 
  
  

 

Banquet / Keynote Speaker 
 

6:15 pm – 8:00 pm 
 

 PLAY IN THE LIVES OF YOUNG CHILDREN: CAN WE STILL PLAY IN AN AGE OF 

ACCOUNTABILITY? 
 Marriott 

Salon 4/5 
 OK! We as Early Childhood Professionals, know the impact of play in the lives of young children.  

(Hello? Social, Emotional, Cognitive, Linguistic, and Motor domains, even values!)  So letôs celebrate, 
brainstorm and explore the importance of play in the lives of young children in an age of 
accountability.  Can children still play?  Should they play?  We will ñtalk shopò from theory, research 
and best practices and of course celebrate our impact on providing opportunity for children to PLAY! 

 

Presenter:  William Strader  
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Plan for the Day 

 

Times Choices and Alternatives Location 
8:00 am – 9:45 am 

 
Workshop  

8: 45 am – 10:00 am 
 

Tour #3A 
VCU Health Systems Child Care Center 

 

10:15 am – 12:00 n 
 

 

Workshop  

10:30 am – 12:00 n 
 

Tour #3B 
VCU Health Systems Child Care Center 

 

12:30 pm – 2:15 pm 
 

 

Workshop  

2:45 pm – 4:30 pm 

 
Workshop  

4:45 pm – 5:45 pm 
 

Closing Session – Dr. Tod Faller Salons 4/5 

 
 

Snacks for the Road Salons 4/5 
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Morning Sessions 
 

8:00 am – 9:00 am 
 

 VAECE GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING  Exhibit Hall 
Café 

 
VAECE annual membership meeting.  All VAECE members are encouraged to attend.  
  

 

 

8:00 am – 11:00 am 
 

 WORLDS OF WONDER: PLAY AS THE FOUNDATION OF CREATIVE INQUIRY IN REGGIO EMILIA AND 

WALDORF APPROACHES TO EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION 
 Marriott 

Salon G 
 Participants will discover and interact with play environments designed to invoke wonder and 

curiosity characteristic of the Reggio Emilia and Waldorf approaches to play, which will then lead to 
create applications in other settings where play is valued. 

 

Presenter:  Deborah Carrington; Dorothy J. Sluss; Caitlin C. Frazier  

 

 

8:00 am – 12:00 noon 
 

 PROMOTING SOCIAL EMOTIONAL COMPETENCE IN YOUNG CHILDREN - 4-MODULE SERIES  

MODULE 3 - INDIVIDUALIZED INTENSIVE INTERVENTIONS: DETERMINING THE MEANING OF 

CHALLENGING BEHAVIOR 

 Marriott 
Salon A 

 

MODULE 3 OF 4 - This training encompasses principles of CSEFEL Pyramid Model for promoting 
social emotional competence of infants and young children, including building an effective workforce, 
enhancing nurturing and responsive relationships, creating high quality supportive environments, 
providing targeted social emotional supports and incorporating intensive interventions. 

 

Presenter:  Debbie Leonard  

 

 

8:00 am – 9:45 am 
 

 LEGAL ASPECTS OF RECRUITING, INTERVIEWING, HIRING, AND TERMINATING  Marriott 
Capital 

 
This workshop will address relevant legal concepts that pertain to the "hiring process", including "at-
will" employment, discrimination and documentation recommended at all stages of the employment 
relationship. 

 

Presenter:  Janice Nieliwocki  
 
 
 

 MOVING TO LEARN AND LEARNING TO MOVE  Marriott 
Madison 

 
The basics of what a 30 minutes movement education class should consist of and the developmental 
progression teachers should include when teaching movement. 

 

Presenter:  Martha Swirzinski, M.A.  
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Morning Sessions (continued) 
 

8:00 am – 9:45 am 
 

 ON THE ROAD TO HANDWRITING, THROUGH MUSIC & MOVEMENT  Marriott 
Monroe 

 
Sing & dance  your way info fine motor development -- to support & encourage the refinement of 
skills needed for handwriting. 

 

Presenter:  Debbie Clement   
 
 
 

 EVALUATING STAFF PERFORMANCE  Marriott 
Salon 1 

 
Directors will become more familiar with the types of staff evaluations, how to design staff portfolios, 
conduct classroom observations and learn how to complete staff development plans by using the 
Competencies for Early Childhood Professionals and the Career Lattice. 

 

Presenter:  Mickie McInnis   
 
 
 

 MEETING THE NEEDS OF ENGLISH LANGUAGE LEARNERS IN THE EARLY CHILDHOOD 

CLASSROOM 
 Marriott 

Salon 2 
 Learn to help students who are learning to speak English acclimate to the early childhood classroom 

and improve their English language skills through developmentally appropriate and culturally 
sensitive strategies and activities. 

 

Presenter:  Rachel Sweeney; Sylvia McPeters  
 
 
 

 TEACHER-DESIGNED ASSESSMENT STRATEGIES TO MEASURE CHILDRENõS LEARNING AND 

BEHAVIOR 
 Marriott 

Salon 3 
 This presentation will describe how to create teacher-designed assessments that can help teachers 

to make instructional decisions. 
 

Presenter:  Susan K. Barnes   
 
 
 

 VIRGINIA STAR QUALITY INITIATIVE (QRIS) LOCAL COORDINATORS MEETING  Marriott 
Salon 4/5 

 
This is an opportunity for Local QRIS Coordinators to network with other coordinators across the 
state and the Hub. Please join us to share ideas, concerns and celebrations. 

 

Presenter:  Phylis Benner   
 
 
 

 ENGAGING YOUR TEAM: DEVELOPING A CULTURE OF EXCELLENCE  Marriott 
Salon 6 

 
Learn the importance of staff engagement and its impact on areas such as staff turnover, quality of 
care and parent engagement/satisfaction. Participants will learn simple ways to impact staff 
engagement and do some hands on activities to better implement some of these practices. 

 

Presenter:  Samara Musselman   
 
 
 

 UNIVERSAL DESIGN FOR LEARNING WITH A FOCUS ON AUTISM  Marriott 
Salon 7 

 
UDL is designed to help educators focus on providing students with multiple ways of accessing, 
express, and engage in the curricula. 

 

Presenter:  Sue Palko; Mary Tobin   
 
 
 

 SOCIAL MEDIA IN EARLY CHILDHOOD PROGRAMS  Marriott 
Salon 8 

 
A brief overview of several social media tools, including Facebook and Twitter, and a conversation 
about using them responsibly in the context of Early Childhood programs. 

 

Presenter:  Paige Beatty   
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Morning Sessions (continued) 
 

8:00 am – 9:45 am 
 

 10 KEYS TO SUCCESS  Marriott 
Salon C 

 
Find the 10 keys to success from a consultant who knows the common pitfalls.  
Presenter:  Bradley Smith   

 
 
 

 REMEMBERING BY MOVING - HOW MOVEMENT INCREASES RETENTION  Marriott 
Salon D 

 
Learning by Moving will provide educators with multiple, age-appropriate ways of how to incorporate 
movement into literacy lessons and activities, thus increasing their children's attention span, 
participation, and academic retention. 

 

Presenter:  Sol Livingston   
 
 
 

 GRANDFATHER'S GARDEN: A PLAYFUL INTEGRATION OF CURRICULUM  Marriott 
Salon H 

 
We will use our book as a basis for instruction with young children in a playful and interactive 
session. 

 

Presenter:  Mary Jane Romig; Karen Riley   
 
 
 

 THE ART OF RUNNING A MULTI-AGE CLASSROOM  Marriott 
Salon I 

 
With a little tweaking and creativity, any activity can be enjoyed by ages birth to 12 years.  
Presenter:  Linette Daniels   

 
 
 

 KIDS ARE COOKING!  Marriott 
Salon J 

 
This presentation will discuss and demonstrate easy cooking projects for the classroom.  
Presenter:  Beth McDonald; Marion MacKenzie   

 

 

9:15 am – 10:15 am 
 

 VAECE AFFILIATE PRESIDENTS MEETING  Marriott 
Salon B 

 
  
  

 

 

10:15 am – 12:00 noon 
 

 TEACHER TALK  Marriott 
Capital 

 
The emphasis is on how teachers use language to facilitate learning and concept development in 
play. 

 

Presenter:  Carole Whitener   
 
 
 

 MOVEMENT EDUCATION? WHAT IS IT? WHY DO I NEED IT? HOW DO I USE IT IN MY CLASSROOM?  Marriott 
Madison 

 
Participants will learn the fundamentals of movement and how to incorporate movement moments 
into their students day in an easy manner. 

 

Presenter:  Martha Swirzinski, M.A.   
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Morning Sessions (continued) 
 

10:15 am – 12:00 noon 
 

 LYRICS TO LITERACY: READ A SONG & SING A BOOK  Marriott 
Monroe 

 
Examine the role of song to print in the creation of children's picture book, with the use of sign 
language. 

 

Presenter:  Debbie Clement   
 
 
 

 BEYOND THE WORKSHEETS: TEACHING AND LEARNING LANGUAGE ARTS THROUGH PLAY  Marriott 
Salon 1 

 
This workshop invites participants to "try on" the big ideas of using play to teach language arts, and 
"try out" many play-based language arts activities in the areas of scientific inquiry and visual 
/performing arts (as forms of play to teach language arts), the alphabetic principle, and phonemic 
awareness. 

 

Presenter:  Judy Ross   
 
 
 

 THE OTHER CLASSROOM? THINK OUTSIDE THE DOOR!  Marriott 
Salon 2 

 
The importance of outdoor play and how to design an outdoor environment that promotes all areas of 
early childhood development. 

 

Presenter:  Elisa Thompson; Caroline Thompson  
 
 
 

 COUNTING, AND SORTING, AND MEASURING! OH, MY!  Marriott 
Salon 3 

 
Let's look at math experiences that are meaningful and developmentally appropriate for preschool 
age children. 

 

Presenter:  LuAnn Carrig   
 
 
 

 PLAY IN THE LIVES OF YOUNG CHILDREN:  COMMUNICATING THE IMPORTANCE OF PLAY TO THE 

WORLD! 
 Marriott 

Salon 4/5 
 This session explores the importance of play in the lives of children and how we can help others 

understand the who, what, where, why and when of play and young children.  Can we effectively 
provide information and help others(parents, community members, principals, superintendents, 
business and industry, our state legislatures, etc.) ñget itò.  Can we demonstrate and share how 
young children actively explore their world through play and inform THE World!ò  ñGot Play?ò 

 

Presenter:  William Strader   
 
 
 

 EL JUEGO: LA LLAVE PARA LA SATISFACTION PROFESSIONAL Y PERSONAL   Marriott 
Salon 6 

 
The purpose of this presentation is for Spanish speaking participants to examine how play, as a part 
of our everyday activity, is as important for adults as it is for children. Usually we separate work and 
play. Just as we say that children's play is their work, the work of adults can be our play when we 
encourage and allow ourselves and other professionals to bring the creativity, productivity, 
playfulness, and enjoyment that characterizes play into the workplace, the training environment, 
everyday activities and most of all into our minds. 
 
This session will explore the ways in which being "playful" as adults can enhance our learning, our 
job performance and our overall satisfaction with our work and our lives. 

 

Presenter:  Jill Aviles  
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Morning Sessions (continued) 
 

10:15 am – 12:00 noon 
 

 PERSONNEL ISSUES AND ANSWERS  Marriott 
Salon 7 

 
This workshop will focus on issues such as exempt and non-exempt status under the Fair Labor 
Standards Act, conducting a legal employment interview under Americans with Disabilities Act, 
employer's obligations under Family Medical Leave Act, employer's rights in areas such as 
unemployment compensation and workers compensation, preparing and presenting a performance 
appraisal, and conducting a job analysis in order to revise job descriptions. 

 

Presenter:  Janice Nieliwocki   
 
 
 

 RESEARCH-BASED BEST PRACTICES FOR AUTHENTIC PARENT-PROVIDER PARTNERSHIPS  Marriott 
Salon 8 

 
Resent research on how to foster genuine parent-provider partnerships will be discussed.  
Presenter:  Dr. Muriel Azria-Evans   

 
 
 

 THE NEW ECONOMY: CHALLENGES AND OPPORTUNITIES  Marriott 
Salon C 

 
Learn strategies and concepts to increase effectiveness in the areas of public relations and 
marketing. 

 

Presenter:  Bradley Smith   
 
 
 

 PLANNING AND IMPLEMENTING A SENSORY CENTERED CLASSROOM  Marriott 
Salon D 

 
This workshop will provide ideas for sensory activities that can be integrated into curriculum planning 
that also provide a variety of observation opportunities. 

 

Presenter:  Beth Kimlick   
 
 
 

 TOUCH IT, TASTE IT, SMELL IT, HEAR IT, SEE IT. TEACHING ACROSS THE CURRICULUM  Marriott 
Salon H 

 
To explore play across the curriculum using literacy and all their senses.  
Presenter:  Cheri Sathe   

 
 
 

 HONORING THE HARD WORK OF CHILD'S PLAY: A HANDS ON WORKSHOP FOR CREATIVE 

DOCUMENTATION AND REFLECTION 
 Marriott 

Salon I 
 Participants will leave this workshop with several new ideas for documenting and reflecting on 

children's work and play through posters and handmade books that utilize photos, dialogues, and 
child produced artifacts. 

 

Presenter:  Rebecca Danis   
 
 
 

 MATH ACTIVITIES FOR PRE-K  Marriott 
Salon J 

 
Math ideas to fit VA Foundation Blocks and K SOL's.  
Presenter:  Cherrie Russo   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

When you see me learning to skip, hop, run and move my body, please don't say 

I'm "just playing". For, you see, I'm learning as I play. I'm learning how my body 

works. I may be a doctor, nurse or athlete someday. 
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Afternoon Sessions 
 

12:30 pm – 2:15 pm 
 

 CAN WE PLAY WITH BLOCKS? INVESTIGATING THE BENEFITS AND BARRIERS TO BLOCK PLAY 

IN TODAY'S CLASSROOM 
 Marriott 

Capital 
 Participants will gain information about the value of block play and will develop skills in creating 

blocks and block play areas. 
 

Presenter:  Dr. Dorothy Sluss; Sue Hutchinson   
 
 
 

 HERE'S TO YOUR HEALTH! HAVING FUN WITH NUTRITION AND FITNESS  Marriott 
Madison 

 
Learn about ways to implement good nutritional practices and education.  
Presenter:  Marcy Hemminger   

 
 
 

 MUSIC, MOVEMENT, MOTIVATION & MORE  Marriott 
Monroe 

 
Integrate your circle time with music & movement to engage young children from every learning style.  
Presenter:  Debbie Clement   

 
 
 

 THE FRUITION OF EDUCATION - HOW BEARING FRUIT IS THE TRUE MEASURE OF OUR 

LEARNING 
 Marriott 

Salon 1 
 Through children's books we will explore different literacy based activities that teach young children 

the importance of sharing and "bearing fruit". 
 

Presenter:  Dawn Stephens   
 
 
 

 TA! DA! YOU'VE CREATED ART!  Marriott 
Salon 2 

 
Participants will become more comfortable in creating art with children that they would have never 
dreamed possible. 

 

Presenter:  Gordon K. Jones   
 
 
 

 JUMP STARTING YOUR AFTER SCHOOL CURRICULUM  Marriott 
Salon 3 

 
This workshop will provide simple ideas and activities to help you to develop a theme-based After 
School curriculum. 

 

Presenter:  Elva Mapp; Kathleen Shepherd   
 
 
 

 ONE SIZE DOESN'T FIT ALL: THE COACH'S ROLE IN INDIVIDUALIZING PROFESSIONAL 

DEVELOPMENT FOR PRESCHOOL TEACHERS 
 Marriott 

Salon 6 
 The purpose of this session is to explore the characteristics, roles, and responsibilities of the 

classroom coach and to sharpen coaching skills most importantly, observing and giving feedback. 
 

Presenter:  Debbie Enright   
 
 
 

 MATH AND SCIENCE: ALL DAY, EVERY DAY  Marriott 
Salon 7 

 
Participants will learn engaging and easy ways to implement math and science games, songs, and 
activities for circle time, transitions, anytime! 

 

Presenter:  Leah Muccio   
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Afternoon Sessions (continued) 
 

12:30 pm – 2:15 pm 
 

 TIE IT ALL TOGETHER WITH CUP COOKING  Marriott 
Salon 8 

 
Tying in math, science, and reading is easy with cup cooking.  
Presenter:  Susan Crispens; Lori Kandel   

 
 
 

 TURNING YOUR STAFF INTO A TEAM  Marriott 
Salon C 

 
Come learn how I took a group of loosely connected people who all worked at the same place, and 
turned them into a winning team! 

 

Presenter:  Bradley Smith   
 
 
 

  PHYSICAL WITH ZOO-PHONICS!  Marriott 
Salon D 

 
Teach your students to read and spell at the same time they are developing their motor skills.  
Presenter:  Charmaine Atkins; Jeannine Piccenza   

 
 
 

 MULTICULTRALLY DIVERSE  Marriott 
Salon B 

 
Attendees will learn different budget friendly ways to create items that can be added to all their 
classroom centers to integrate multiculturalism into the classroom. 

 

Presenter:  Adria Bader   
 
 
 

 FROM A TODDLER BLOCK FORT TO ONGOING PROVOCATIONS OF LIGHT  Marriott 
Salon G 

 
A fort constructed from blocks that was dark inside launched an ongoing investigation of light through 
a series of provocations in the toddler classroom. 

 

Presenter:  Cynthia Kelly; L'Tanya Lewis; Tracy Walters   
 
 
 

 LESSON PLANNING MADE EASY  Marriott 
Salon H 

 
To provide educators with the skills and confidence to create an engaging and developmentally 
appropriate lesson plan. 

 

Presenter:  Linette Daniels   
 
 
 

 HEALTHY CHILDREN HEALTHY CLASSROOM  Marriott 
Salon I 

 
Educating people on the best practices to keep classrooms and children in their care healthy and 
increase the children's learning potential. 

 

Presenter:  Vickie Fuller; Laura Full   
 
 
 

 TOGETHER WE CANéHOW TO MAKE INTERGENERATIONAL PROGRAMMING WORK  Marriott 
Salon J 

 
This workshop will explore the research and benefits of intergenerational programming by sharing 
experiences and tips from a model. 

 

Presenter:  Roshon Casey; Melinda Scott   

 

 

 

 

 

When you see me engrossed in a puzzle or some "plaything" at my school, please 
don't feel the time is wasted in "play". For, you see, I'm learning as I play. I'm 
learning to solve problems and concentrate. I may be in business someday. 
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Afternoon Sessions (continued) 
 

12:30 pm – 4:30 pm 
 

 PROMOTING SOCIAL EMOTIONAL COMPETENCE IN YOUNG CHILDREN - 4-MODULE SERIES  

MODULE 4 - INDIVIDUALIZED INTENSIVE INTERVENTIONS: DEVELOPING A BETTER SUPPORT 

PLAN 

 Marriott 
Salon A 

 

MODULE 4 OF 4 - This training encompasses principles of CSEFEL Pyramid Model for promoting 
social emotional competence of infants and young children, including building an effective workforce, 
enhancing nurturing and responsive relationships, creating high quality supportive environments, 
providing targeted social emotional supports and incorporating intensive interventions. 

 

Presenter:  Debbie Leonard   

 

 

 

2:45 pm – 4:30 pm 
 

  IS IT PLAY OR SCIENCE?  Marriott 
Capital 

 
This session will examine the intersection of play and science in the classroom. Participants will 
develop their knowledge of both science and play through activities that foster exploration and 
investigation. 

 

Presenter:  Sue Hutchinson; Dr. Dorothy Sluss   
 
 
 

 DID YOU GET MY MESSAGE? RATIONALE, PROCESS AND PURPOSE OF THE DAILY MESSAGE 

BOARD 
 Marriott 

Madison 
 Join us for some fun in writing and deciphering messages that preschool children can "read"! These 

messages will help them prepare for their day while supporting literacy and math skills. 
 

Presenter:  Judy Alley   
 
 
 

 ALLEY, ALLEY IN FREE! USING GAMES TO PROMOTE LEARNING  Marriott 
Monroe 

 
Learn about ways to use games to promote learning.  
Presenter:  Marcy Hemminger   

 
 
 

 "WE" NOT "ME": EFFECTIVE LEADERSHIP IN THE EARLY CHILDHOOD ENVIRONMENT  Marriott 
Salon 1 

 
We will explore the 5 practices of leadership as presented in James Kouzes and Barry Posner's 
book, "The Leadership Challenge", the concepts of a mission and vision and how they apply to early 
childhood programs, as well as discuss practical ways to implement these practices in the field. 

 

Presenter:  Shannon Banks   
 
 
 

 PRESCHOOL LEARNING ACTIVITIES THAT DON'T TAKE A LOT OF CENTS  Marriott 
Salon 2 

 
We will offer ideas and materials that have sparked interest in our Pre-K program.  
Presenter:  Dolly Watson; Melissa Barr   

 
 
 

 SING, PLAY AND LEARN! HANDWRITING DEVELOPMENT FOR YOUNG CHILDREN  Marriott 
Salon 3 

 
This session presents research-based multi-sensory teaching strategies that encourage the 
development of foundation readiness skills that are necessary for the academic success of children 
with diverse learning styles and abilities. 

 

Presenter:  Meghan Brown   
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Afternoon Sessions (continued) 
 

2:45 pm – 4:30 pm 
 

 NEW STAFF ORIENTATION AND MENTORING - AN OPEN DISCUSSION FOR THOSE WHO TRAIN  Marriott 
Salon 6 

 
New staff orientation and mentoring. Please be prepared to share how your facility is meeting the 
state of VA training requirements, esp. training for entry-level workers as well as discuss your new 
staff orientation and mentoring process. 

 

Presenter:  Laura Poe   
 
 
 

 A HARMONIOUS WORKPLACE: GETTING ALONG WITH OTHERS  Marriott 
Salon 7 

 
This workshop will explore the benefits of a harmonious workplace in terms of productivity, morale 
and staff retention, outline skills for improving interpersonal relationships with co-workers; explore 
methods to resolve conflicts, delve into co-workers difficult personalities and conclude with 
harassment and bullying in the workplace. 

 

Presenter:  Janice Nieliwocki   
 
 
 

 EXPERIENCE THE  KEY DEVELOPMENTAL INDICATORS AND HOW THEY FIT THE VA. FOUNDATION 

BLOCKS 
 Marriott 

Salon 8 
 Come discover what the Key Development Indicators, "KDI's", are and what they mean for you in 

your preschool classroom. 
 

Presenter:  Richelle Newlin   
 
 
 

 DISPLAYS - GIVE THEM SOMETHING TO THINK ABOUT, TALK ABOUT!  Marriott 
Salon B 

 
Learn how displays are created and used to support literacy and learning in high quality programs.  
Presenter:  Carole Whitener   

 
 
 

 DISCIPLINE AND BEHAVIOR INTERVENTION  Marriott 
Salon C 

 
Learn the specifics of the negative side of discipline and a strategy for early intervention.  
Presenter:  Bradley Smith   

 
 
 

 USING PLAY TO PROMOTE SECOND LANGUAGE ACQUISION IN CHILDREN 18 MONTHS TO 5 

YEARS OLD 
 Marriott 

Salon D 
 How to frame and present a lesson that allows children to play and learn in a new language.  

Presenter:  Raúl Echevarria; Isabelle Reigner Wilson; Wendy Luz Aguilar Montalo; Jeannine Piccenza   
 
 
 

 PROCESS ART: A REAL TACTILE EXPERIENCE!  Marriott 
Salon G 

 
No more hand print turkeys or foot-print ghosts! Process art is a product, not a craft.  
Presenter:  Tammi Armstrong; Chantel Clayborn   

 
 
 

 TIME TO SIGN, LET'S COMMUNICATE - SIGN LANGUAGE THE FUN WAY FOR INFANTS/TODDLERS  Marriott 
Salon H 

 
Participants will learn how to teach and use sign language to enhance language and literacy through 
the use of stories, play, songs, games, and mnemonics. Participants will learn how to use sign 
language as a language bridge for infants and toddlers to communicate. 

 

Presenter:  Lillian Hubler   
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Afternoon Sessions (continued) 
 

2:45 pm – 4:30 pm 
 

 SCHOOL READINESS OF PRE-SERVICE TEACHERS: HOW CONFIDENT ARE PRACTICUM 

STUDENTS IN THE REAL DIVERSE CLASSROOMS? 
 Marriott 

Salon I 
 This study is about pre-service teachers' confidence in teaching (i.e., efficacy perception) in culturally 

and socio-economically diverse early childhood classrooms. 
 

Presenter:  Shin Ji Kang; Mark Keeler; Amy Thelk   
 
 
 

 BOOKS ARE GREAT TEACHERS  Marriott 
Salon J 

 
Encouraging children to be happy with who they are and why; plus, helping children with self esteem 
issues at an early age. 

 

Presenter:  Melinda Chambers   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We will provide snacks for the road to get you home!  
Stop by the closing session to get some snacks 

 and some great insight from our featured speaker, Tod Faller 
 
 
 
 
 

Closing Session / Keynote 
 

4:45 pm – 5:45 pm 
 

 DONõT JUST PLAY... BE A POWER PLAYER!  Marriott 
Salon 4/5 

 
While the rules are different in virtually every game we humans play, it is important to know that the 
PLAYERS in every game we play, are exactly alike. She or he who understands thePLAYERS in the 
games people play, holds the POWER. 

 

Presenter:  Tod Faller  
 
 
 

 When you ask me what I've done at school today, and I say, "I just played", 

please don't misunderstand me. For you see, I'm learning as I play. I'm learning 

to enjoy and be successful in my work. I'm preparing for tomorrow.  

Today, I am a child and my work is play. 


