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The Value of Play  
 

You say that you love your children,  

And are concerned that they learn today,  

As am I, thatõs why Iõm providing 

A variety of kinds of play.  

 

You are asking whatõs the value 

Of having your children play?  

Your daughterõs creating a tower, 

She may be a builder someday.  

 

You're asking me the value  

Of blocks and sand and clay.  

Your children are solving problems,  

They will use that skill everyday.  

 

You're saying that you donõt want your son 

To play in that sissy way,  

Heõs learning to cuddle a doll, 

He may be a father someday.  

 

Youõre questioning the interest centers, 

They just look like useless play.  

Your children are making choices,  

Theyõll be on their own someday. 

 

You're worried your children arenõt learning 

And later theyõll have to pay. 

Theyõre learning a pattern for learning, 

For theyõll be learners always. 

ñLeila P, Flagg 
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Welcome from the Conference Chair  

Virginia Association for Early Childhood Education  
54 th Annual Conference  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hello Conference Attendees, 
 
The 2010 VAECE Conference Committee from Central Virginia, Piedmont and Valley AEYC 
affiliates welcomes you to Richmond, Virginia. 
 
With trends in early childhood education putting emphasis on achieving standards and the 
importance of having ñchildren arriving at school ready to learnò, the tendency appears to 
recognize less and less the importance of play in the learning of young children. ñPlay is a childôs 
workò . . . describes a best practice that supports healthy learning and development of children 
across all domains. With this knowledge and understanding, the theme ~ ñThe Power of Playò ~ 
came naturally for this yearôs conference. 
 
Our key speakers have taken our theme and are addressing it. Diane Trister Dodge will speak to 
the theme with her presentation, ñPlay in the Age of Outcomes: What Early Childhood Educators 
and Families Need to Knowò at the Thursday Luncheon. At the Friday Banquet, Dr. Bill Strader 
will challenge us with ñPlay in the Lives of Young Children: Can We Still Play in the Age of 
Accountability?ò Tod Faller will wrap it all up on Saturday with ñDonôt Just Play . . . Be a Power 
Player.ò Donôt miss any of them! 
 
Check out the Caf® in the Exhibitôs Hall. Use it to meet your friends, network with other 
conference attendees or just relax. 
 
I extend my thanks to my committee chairs that have carried two jobs as we prepared for this 
event. To the volunteers who worked on those committees and all who work during the event, 
thank you. Lastly, thank you to VAECE for its support during this process. 
 
VAECE speaks and acts on behalf of young children; after conference I hope you will accomplish 
it through play. Enjoy yourself and leave with excitement and new ideas for your work with 
children. 
 
Playfully and Dedicated, 
 
 
 
 
Kathy Flanders 
2010 Conference Chair 
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Message from the VAECE President  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Greetings to Everyone, 
 
It is with great pleasure that I welcome each of you to Richmond and the 54th Annual VAECE 
Conference. I so vividly remember Kathy Flandersô excitement as she discussed this yearôs 
theme, The Power of Play, at a Board meeting two years ago. This excitement has grown over 
the last 24 months and the conference committee has worked tirelessly to present an 
outstanding conference for all of us. During the conference I am hopeful that each of us will 
take the opportunity to be challenged and inspired by the keynote speakers, featured authors, 
musical legends, and workshop presenters. 
 
I would like to personally invite everyone to attend the party Thursday evening featuring ñThe 
Boomerangsò. Also, add to your conference activity planning Fridayôs ñRally for Childrenò and 
Saturday morningôs VAECE General Membership meeting. The membership meeting is an 
opportunity for you to receive ñreflectionò on all of the Boardôs activities during the year. 
 
In our work, we have the privilege of observing the joy, learning and social interactions of 
children as they play. But when we think of ourselves as adults, do we really take the time to 
play? Unfortunately playtime for us is a rare commodity, but we really need to change that to be 
able to live a longer, healthier, more fulfilling life. At this conference you will have the 
opportunity to meet and greet early childhood professionals from across the Commonwealth and 
beyond. This will be a time to óplayô and really enjoy yourselves as you learn new things and 
meet new people. 
 
Enjoy this Fantastic Conference! 
 
 
 
 
Mary Landis 
VAECE President 
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Up-To-Date 

Conference 

Information:  

Schedule changes or 
cancellations will be 
posted on signs on the 
easels outside the 
workshop rooms and at the Hospitality 
Table. 
 
 
 
 

 
VAECE Membership: 

If you are interested in joining VAECE, 
or starting an affiliate in your area, or 
just finding out more about the 
organization, be sure to inquire about 
VAECE m em be rs h ip  a t  t h e 
Membership Table. 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Evaluations:  

Evaluation boxes will be 
located throughout the 
hotel. Please take time to 
complete your evaluation 
and toss it in the box 
before you leave. 

Need Help? 

 
 Look for our brightly adorned Hospitality Volunteers!  Weôre the ones wearing the 
colorful beads and weôre here to help you have a great ñPower of Playò VAECE 

Conference experience. The Conference Committee will have 
 turquoise ribbons on their name tags. 

 
 Feel free to introduce yourself and 

 let them know how things are going. 
 

 

 

Please wear  

 your name 

 badge to  

all sessions! 

Re-Certification Points: 

Participation in this conference may allow you to receive re-
certification points for teaching certificates in Virginia.  Decisions 
are made by the school division or by the VA Department of 
Education.  Up to 5 re-certification points may be used for each 
day.  Be sure to keep the labels from the sessions you attended as 
evidence of your attendance. 

When I am building in the block room, please 

don't say I'm "just playing". For you see, I'm 

learning as I play, about balance and shapes. 

Who knows, I may be an architect someday.  
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More Conference Information  

Exhibits: 

Marriott  
Capital Ballroom  

 
 

Commercial Exhibits and 

Non -Commercial Exhibits 

 

Thursday, March 18th  
2:00 pmð7:00 pm 

 

Friday, March 19th  
 8:00 amð6:00 pm 

 

Saturday, March 20th  
 8:00 amð12 noon 

(limited access 12:00-2:00 pm) 
 

 
 

 

Childrenõs Art Display 

Displayed in the hallway  
just outside the exhibit hall. 

 
 
 

Set aside a block of time to visit the exhibits.  
There are so many great things to see!  

Hungry? 
The following on -site places are 

available for food purchases : 
 

Richmond Marriott Hotel  

 

T-Millers Sports Bar & Grill 

American Cuisine  

Open for Breakfast, Lunch and Dinner, Casual Dress.  
 

Liberty Bar 

American Cuisine, Casual Dress   
 

Starbucks 

Expertly crafted ðalways satisfying.  

Brewed Coffees,  Espresso, Frappuccino, Teas -Hot/Cold  

 

Grab and Go 
"Grab and Go" type foods will be available in the exhibit 

area and throughout the hotel. For the times that the 

exhibit hall is closed, box lunches can be picked up 

and/or purchased at the upstairs registration desk.  

Check with hospitality.  

 
 

Food and Shopping:  

If you would like to see more of 

Richmond, then venture out to one of 

the many wonderful restaurants or 

shops in the area. Stop by the 

Hospitality Desk for suggestions in every 

price range.  

 

 

 

Lost and Found: 

Be sure to check for items before leaving a 

session. If you should lose or find 

something, please check with the 

volunteers at the Hospitality Table.  

 

 

Security:  

Please take your valuables and cash 

with you when you leave your room. 

Remember, the hotel  is not 

responsible for losses of any items 

other than those placed in its safety 

deposit boxes.  


